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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
DR. TINA KELLER

Concern… Love… Kindness… Humility…
December, 2020
Adjectives, verbs, adverbs, nouns…do you remember
learning about the parts of speech? Please do not stop
reading even if you are haunted by the memory of illfated sentence diagramming assignments! Parts of
speech really do matter. (Not just to English/TESOL
folks.)
Let me give you an example;

God is love.
God is loving.
Two short sentences, same subject, similar words and
yet the syntax is quite different. I recently read an
article, “What God is love actually means” written by
Ben Witherington III, published in the magazine
Biblical Archeology that encouraged me to consider
the differences between these two sentences.

1 Peter 3: 8-9 (CEV)
Finally, all of you should
agree and have concern
and love for each other.
You should also be kind
and humble. Don’t be
hateful and insult people
just because they are
hateful and insult you.
Instead, treat everyone
with kindness…

Dr. Witherington invites us to examine the ways that using adjectives (describing words,
for those of you who slept through English class) and nouns (please tell me that you
remember this one!) impact meaning. When we say that God is loving, we are noting one
adjective that describes an aspect of who he is. The Bible actually does not state that God
is loving. Instead it states that God is Love (1 John 4:16). God is love personified. He is the
embodiment of love. God is not just the adjective of love, he is LOVE-the noun.

On the Cover:

Emily Stevens, Class of 2021, Elementary and Special Education B.S. with a Psychology Minor, actively
engages her learners.

I can see this play out in my own life. I occasionally have a good
moment and am able to put aside my own selfish desires for the
benefit of another. That adjective of ‘loving’ may describe me in that
instance. One might say, “Wow, Tina you are loving.” I know that I am
not always loving. That adjective does not embody who I am at all
times. Instead, it describes me in one moment. I would suspect, and
would be the first to admit, that one would not say that Tina is love. At
times I am loving the adjective but I know that I am not love
personified-the noun.
I want to be. To me, that is at the core of my faith. I hope and strive to
follow Jesus and his commandment when he said the following to his
first disciples:
Jesus knew that the Father had given Him authority over everything
and that He had come from God and would return to God. So He got
up from the table, took off His robe, wrapped a towel around His
waist, and poured water into a basin. Then He began to wash the
disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel He had around Him... “So
now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I
have loved you, you should love each other.” (John 13:3-5, 34)
As love personified, Jesus showed us through his life what love should
look like. He became the definition, the new model, the perfect
embodiment of love. He is LOVE the noun. Loving wasn’t just one
aspect of Jesus or one adjective to describe him. He showed us LOVE in
the flesh.
At this time of the year when we think about Christmas and the
Incarnation of Jesus-God becoming man, I would also like to encourage
you to see incarnation as God also becoming LOVE-the noun on earth.
I enjoy listening to Christmas songs to celebrate the season. Here are
two songs to add to your Christmas playlist that especially speak to this
idea of Jesus and the incarnation. It is my prayer that this Christmas
your hearts would be filled with love, peace and hope. I wish you and
your families a Merry Christmas!
Paul Baloche - This Is Love / Come Thou Long Expected Jesus
Christ Incarnate, Word Made Flesh - Sow and Tether
All the Best,
Dr. Keller

STUDENTS IN THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

Kelsey Sharpe

MEET KELSEY
Hometown: York, PA
Home School District:
Northeastern School District
Major: Early Childhood
Education (PreK-4)
Minor: Dance

Why did you choose Messiah?
I chose Messiah because, from the moment I stepped onto campus for the first time, I felt an
overwhelming sense of belonging. I talked to some of the Ed. Dept. profs and all of them were (and
still are) very passionate about what they do...I just didn’t get the same feeling from the other schools I
looked at.

What do you love about Messiah?
Messiah is great because every professor makes an effort to learn your name. They really care about
their students and love to see them succeed in all aspects of life. It’s really just a giant community of
students, faculty, and staff that love and support each other through all things.

DEVOTIONAL
A MONTHLY DEVOTION WRITTEN BY MESSIAH
UNIVERSITY EDUCATION STUDENTS.

WE ARE CHILDREN OF GOD
Written by Katie Benfer
” For he chose us in him before the creation of
the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.
In love he predestined us for adoption to sonship
through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and
will- to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely
given us in the One he loves” Ephesians 1:4-6
Jesus predestined us for adoption. He took us in as his
children, even though we were filled with sin, he chose us.
Even when we turned away and thought we weren’t worthy or capable of being loved, he chose us.
He holds out his hand and has pursued our hearts endlessly because he chose us. He has called us to
be his sons and daughters, and as his sons and daughters we are called to follow his commands. He
chose us to carry out his will and to be a vessel for him, he chose us to look after the orphans and
widows, like he takes care of us. In James 1:27 it says, “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure
and faultless is this: To look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being
polluted by the world.” When we were orphans, he chose us, so what is stopping us from choosing
orphans now? We are his children, died for, forgiven, and we are called to bring light to the world,
because he chose us. Jesus loves you and me so very much. He loves us so much that in John 13: 18
he says, “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.” So, what is stopping you from going to
orphans, from taking caring of them and sharing God’s love to them? He chose us because he loves
us, so how can you share that love with someone in need?

How could it make the world a better place?

HEARD IN
THE
CLASSROOM
What are we talking
about this month?

Amanda Tokarski
“I love how collaborative we are in
Ed Psych class whether it is as a
whole group or in small groups. It
reminds me so much of Child
Development in some of the topics
that we’ve gone through but in some
ways it has furthered the ideas that I
had already learned. My favorite
topic so far in the semester has been
the idea of “the self and identity” and
how it affects the development of
children socially.”

Tori Bowman

Jacob Fleury
"One class that I really have enjoyed
taking were my three levels of Sight
Singing and Ear Training. This class
prepares me and gives me physical
skills that I will be using for the rest
of my life. Training yourself to sing
and listen are both essential parts of
being a musician"

“In Teaching ELL’s we are learning
about academic language and how
important teaching vocabulary is.
Students who speak English as a
second language don’t know basic
vocabulary that first language
English speakers already know.
There are 3 tiers of vocabulary and
ELL’s aren’t knowledgeable of Tier 1
which is basic vocabulary so you
must teach Tier 1 vocabulary so the
students don't fall farther behind."

Kiersten Gilmore - Education Cert
Grades PreK-4

Cassie Ebersole - Education Dual Cert
Grades PreK-4 and Special Ed.

I'm from Harrisburg, PA! I played lacrosse
for 8 years, and I hope to coach at my
high school in the next few years!

I am from Middletown Pennsylvania
“It never hurts to keep looking for
sunshine” -Winnie the Pooh

Meet Our 2020 Education Department
First Year Students
Elizabeth Cullens - Education Cert
Grades PreK-4
I'm from Calvert County, MD. I'm so
excited to be a part of this education
department and can't wait to teach the
bright minds of so many amazing kids
one day!

Paige Eakes - Elementary Education
Major hoping to minor in Psychology
I am from Ellicott City, Maryland and I am
playing softball here at Messiah.
“When educating the minds of our youth,
we must not forget to educate their
hearts.” - Nelson Mandela

Elayna Lauterbach - Education Cert
Grades PreK-4
I am from Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania,
where I was homeschooled. While in
junior high and high school, I danced and
played basketball, soccer, and volleyball.

Julie Nelson - Education Cert Grades
PreK-4
I am from Salisbury, Maryland, and an
interesting fact about me is that I took
dance lessons for 13 years.

Each Month we will highlight Our Wonderful First Years!
Reach out to make them welcomed.
Bella Wheaton - Education Cert Grades
4-8
I'm from Quinton, New Jersey! A quote I
love is "Spread love everywhere you go.
Let no one ever come to you without
leaving happier." -Mother Teresa

Mandy Crowley - Education Dual Cert
Grades PreK-4 and Special Ed.
I am from Wayne, NJ and I am the oldest
child from a very close-knit family making
me the first kid to go off to college in my
immediate family

HOMESCHOOLING
AND CHILD ABUSE
BY MILTON GAITHER
Covid-19 has dramatically raised the profile of homeschooling in the United States, now that millions of parents are
giving it a go for the first time. I’ve been studying homeschooling since 2006 and as such have been asked by several
media outlets for my thoughts on many aspects of homeschooling. One question that keeps coming up this year is
the degree to which homeschooling might be associated with child abuse. The fear is that children living in abusive
situations will no longer have teachers and other school professionals, all of whom are mandatory reporters, looking
out for possible signs of abuse.
This has long been a concern among critics of the homeschooling movement. Prior to the 1970s very, very few
American families taught their children at home, and the laws in most states either prohibited it or were very vague
about the whole situation. That changed in the next three decades, as homeschooling advocates succeeded in state
courts and especially state legislatures in making homeschooling clearly legal and easy to do. Most state laws created
in the 1980s and 1990s included oversight of some sort, but in the ensuing decades those mechanisms have been
steadily eroded in many states, including here in Pennsylvania, by homeschooling advocates and their allies in the
legislatures. Since 1995 seventeen states have removed accountability mechanisms contained in their original laws,
while to date thirty-two attempts to add or restore accountability mechanisms have failed.
Homeschooling is now mostly or completely unregulated in most of the country. In eleven states you don’t even have
to tell anyone you’re doing it. This has made it possible for criminals to hide child abuse and neglect, horrific torture
that can last for years, and murder. We have no statistics on the frequency with which this happens. All we have are
anecdotes, and of these there are hundreds, with more appearing regularly in news accounts across the country. To
cite just one recent example, on May 25, 2020, Michael and Shirley Gray were arrested after a passerby alerted law
enforcement authorities about an emaciated 10-year-old boy walking alone on a road in Tennessee. The boy began to
tell police what was happening in the family home, and on investigation the police found an older son, age 15, who had
been locked in the basement without sanitation or outside contact for four years, fed only bread and water. They
found a daughter’s remains, which had been buried under a barn in 2017, and when they searched a previous property
the Grays had lived in they found the remains of another daughter, buried in 2015. All four children were registered
as homeschoolers in Tennessee.
This is just one of hundreds of stories, a database of which you can find on the website “Homeschooling’s Invisible
Children,” maintained by the Coalition for Responsible Home Education. Reading through the stories archived there is
very sobering. Are homeschooling families more likely than other families to abuse their children? Does
homeschooling itself lead to abuse? Such questions are impossible to answer without good data, and we have very
little good data. One recent study found that 36% of the families in six Connecticut school districts who withdrew
their children from the public school system to homeschool them between the years 2013 and 2018 had at least one
and frequently multiple reports of child abuse or neglect filed against them. Whether this figure is typical or
anomalous is impossible to know without more studies like it. What does seem clear from the anecdotal data is that if
a parent wishes to hide abuse, the unregulated nature of homeschooling is a great way to do it.
To date homeschooling advocates, who are very well organized and politically powerful, have not acknowledged the
potential problem here, and their critics have often advocated sweeping reforms that go well beyond providing basic
protections for children. Though I myself have sought for over a decade to avoid making policy proposals, this past
year I have taken the very modest position that all Americans of good will should come together to pass laws that
provide basic protections to homeschooled children, but in a manner that provides the least restriction possible on
homeschoolers’ pedagogical and ideological freedoms. Annual registration and a well-child assessment signed by a
mandatory reporter who is not a family member, for example, would go a long way toward protecting children like the
Grays. Whether the mass experiment with homeschooling that Covid has created will motivate a larger constituency
to support even so modest a regulation as this, however, remains to be seen.

Over 50 People Celebrated Dr. MfumMensah's New Book
Westerners have long represented Africans as “backwards,” “primitive,” and “unintelligent,”
distortions which have opened the door for American philanthropies to push their own
education agendas in Africa. We Come as Members of the Superior Race discusses the origin
and history of these dangerous stereotypes and western “infantilization” of African societies,
exploring how their legacy continues to inform contemporary educational and development
discourses. By viewing African societies as subordinated in a global geopolitical order, these
problematic stereotypes continue to influence education policy and research in Sub-Sahara
Africa today.

DR. DAVID
HAZEN
PROFESSOR SPOTLIGHT
Office: Boyer 411 Email: dhazen@messiah.edu

FAVORITE SCRIPTURE VERSE AND WHY

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND
Ed.D. Curriculum and Instruction,
Walden University, St. Paul, MN
Course work toward Ph.D. History,
Marquette University, Milwaukee, WI
M.A. Social Studies Education,
University of St. Thomas, St. Paul,
MN
B.A. History, Winona State
University, Winona, MN

CLASSES I TEACH
EDUC 342 Social Studies: Climate,
Curriculum, and Instruction for
Elementary School
EDUC 331 Instructional Design and
Assessment for Middle and
Secondary Grades
EDUC 305 Middle-Level Methods
EDUC 203 Educational Psychology

SERVICE
Assessment of Student Learning
Committee
Teacher Education Committee
Education Recruitment Committee
Northern York High School
Basketball and Football Booster
Clubs

Romans 12:15-18 "Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep
with them that weep. Be of the same mind one toward another.
Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be not
wise in your own conceits. Recompense to no man evil for evil.
Provide things honest in the sight of all men. If it be possible, as
much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men."
This verse always reminds me to be compassionate for others'
struggles and seek to do good to all peoples at all times. Living in
peace is a struggle that we all meet head-on daily. When evil raises
its head as it will, it is our calling to not consider ourselves better
than others, to be honest with one another, and as much as it
depends upon my efforts, to live at peace with all men.

FAVORITE TEACHING MOMENT
My favorite teaching moment happens every spring when my social
studies methods class create the Messiah University student Museum.
Students take "artifacts" from their rooms and create a "museum" in a
day. Students tell the story of what it is like to be a Messiah University
student using artifacts from their rooms to tell a collective story. I am
always amazed at how the students can tell such a complete account of
what it means to be a student using only items gathered from their
rooms and cars.

WHAT I LOVE MOST ABOUT MESSIAH
I will say that, besides the students, working with my fellow professors
in the Education and Teacher Education Departments is such a joy.
Having such a dedicated group of people who are genuinely interested
in making our students the best they can be makes coming into work
each day a blessing. Each of the professors has their unique talents and
approaches, giving students a well-rounded experience. Likewise, we
support each other in our research and professional practice while also
pushing each other to give our very best. My hope and prayer are that
we exhibit a dedicated professional learning community for our
students to emulate in their future professional practices.

IF I WASN'T A PROFESSOR I WOULD BE...
A barista. I have a strong affinity for excellent coffee and espresso.

RESEARCH INTERESTS
Gamification of Instruction
Highly Mobile Student Populations

HIDDEN TALENTS
I love to fish, especially fly fishing. Additionally, I love to sing 1970's
country music (David Allen Coe, Waylon Jennings, Merle Haggard) and
Classic Rock (Thin Lizzy, ZZ Top, Dire Straits) by myself in my car!

Scholarships
APPLICATIONS

ARE

DUE

12:00

NOON

ON

THE

LAST

THURSDAY

IN

FEBRUARY

Ethel Brandt Bigham Endowed Education Award
All PK-4 and Grades 4-8 juniors with a minimum cumulative GPA
of 3.60 and a desire to teach in an urban or rural setting are
encouraged to apply for this approximately $1200 award.
Ernest L. Boyer, Sr. Teacher Scholarship
All current Teacher Education Program students (all certification
programs) in their junior year with a minimum cumulative GPA of
3.60 and an outstanding record of community service and
leadership are invited to apply for this $3000 award.
Suzanne Joy Johnson Endowed Scholarship Award
All current Teacher Education Program students (preference
given to PK-4 and Grades 4-8 majors) in their junior year with a
minimum cumulative GPA of 3.60 and demonstrated dynamic
interpersonal skills are invited to apply for this award
(approximately $1300).

Terry L. Stoudnour Endowed Education Award
All current Teacher Education Program students (all certification
programs) in their junior year with a minimum cumulative GPA of
3.60, an exemplary record of leadership, service, ethical
standards, and academic achievement are invited to apply for this
approximately $1400 award.
Murk-Hayes Endowed Education Award
The award is open to candidates of any Messiah University
teacher certification program and seeks to recognize a teacher
certification candidate who has a demonstrated interest and
capacity for serving K-12 educators in urban contexts
(approximately $1000).
Click Here for the applications
All of these awards are add-on awards. They will be added to, not substituted for, any financial aid the recipient
already receives. Award amounts may vary slightly, based on market performance.

PROFESSOR
ELIZABETH
SMITH
PROFESSOR SPOTLIGHT
Office: Boyer 422
Email: esmith@messiah.edu

FAVORITE SCRIPTURE VERSE AND WHY

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND
M. Ed. Cross-Categorical SPED (ECE),
Northern Arizona University
B.S. ELED, HPE Concentration,
Messiah College

CLASSES I TEACH
EDU 414 – Curriculum and
Instruction for ECE

SERVICE
I serve at my home church with
the Worship Arts team as well as
hosting a growth group at our
home with neighbors and other
young families. I’d consider my
main service and ministry as my
children and supporting my
husband in his role as a Worship
Pastor.

FAVORITES:
Summer, the beach, the smell of a
warm day, gentle breezes, traveling
to new places, bare feet, hugs, a good
smoothie, authentic Baja fish tacos
and salsa

There are so many that I love, the majority of them stemming from
praise, worship and thanksgiving. But Micah 6:8 is one that I often
quote to myself. One version puts it this way,“He has told you, human
one, what is good and what the LORD requires from you: to do justice,
embrace faithful love, and walk humbly with your God.” I like this
version because the word “mercy” in this context is based off the word
faithfulness. What does God require of me in my relationship with Him
and others? It is echoed again in the NT. That we should love God and
love others.

WHAT I DO ON THE WEEKENDS
You can find me outside as long as it is possible! We love to hike, run,
bike, swim and travel. I like last minute adventures, so if time allows,
we will find our way to something new we haven’t explored before. If
it’s rainy, you can find me curled up with a good fiction book; my
favorite genre is historical fiction.

WHAT I LOVE MOST ABOUT MESSIAH
I love the sense of community and intentional building of it. Every
aspect of Messiah is centered around the idea of a group; that our
actions and interactions are integral to not only our own lives, but
effect those around us. I think it is such a counter-cultural idea,
“others first," that makes Messiah stand out.

IF I WASN'T A PROFESSOR I WOULD BE...
a pediatric physical therapist. I actually started my journey at Messiah
in pre-PT. It made sense to me; I played field hockey and ran track at
MC, so it was a natural career choice entering college. I love
movement, understanding how the body works, and improving
functionality.I still dream of one day somehow being an educational
liaison for children that are in long-term stays at hospitals – being the
educator that helps them stay current with their schoolwork while
recovering. For many hospitals, it would be a new position that I would
have to convince someone to create.

FAMILY:
My husband and I have been married for 20 years and we have 3
children; Hudson, Anna and Hadleigh. As a family, we love to travel, go
to the beach, play games and watch movies. Music also brings us
together – we love to make up silly songs and have our own
“repertoire” of Smith Family music.

Madison Myers is a Student in 208 getting in her volunteer hours at
the Jewish Community Center. Read more below about how this
experience has changed her life!

This is
MAdison
and Abea:
look how
happy!

This semester I was gifted the opportunity to volunteer at the Jewish Community
Center. Every Tuesday and Thursday, I am able to meet with Abea, Elisha, and
Fastimi in person who recently came to the United States. This has honestly been a
life changing experience; by stepping out of my bubble and taking the opportunity,
I have been able to understand real people and see their strengths and struggles
as humans who were forced to become refugees. These amazing children were
able to adapt and excel, which has been especially hard online during this
pandemic. They have demonstrated courage, resilience, and adaptation. I
encourage anyone to become involved with their community anyway they can,
every person has a story and can teach you a lot if you listen and are present.

Conversation
Café
EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF MESSIAH
UNIVERSITY
On November 19th, juniors taking Literacy CC&I
this semester got a chance to present their
research to a group of other education majors
over Zoom. Some of the topics included were
music integration and empowering student
ownership and opportunity. This is an event
EAMU proudly hosts each semester.
EAMU CAN'T WAIT TO BRING YOU MORE
EVENTS SPRING 2021!

MESSIAH EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT STUDENT ATHLETES
Andrew Hutchinson - May
2023 Graduation - Music
Education - Cross Country and
Track

Bekah Pais - May 2022
Graduation - Middle Level
Mathematics Grades 4-8 Softball

Sidney Stutzman - May
2023 Graduation Elementary Education
PreK-4 and Special Ed
PreK-12 - Basketball

Ezra Lee - May 2022
Graduation Elementary
Education - Track
and Field

Jenna Davis - May 2024
Graduation - Elementary
Education with a Minor in
Speech and Language
Pathology - Swimming

Ian McIlrath - May 2022 Graduation - History
with Social Studies Certification - Track and
Field Decathalete

Kate Prothero - May 2022
Graduation - Dual Cert in
Elementary Education and Special
Ed - Cross Country and Track

Hope Flack - May 2022
Graduation - Middle
Education English and
Mathematics
Concentration Lacrosse

Are you a student athlete?
Send Dr. Keller your photo to add to an upcoming newsletter.

Photos from the Field
MESSIAH

STUDENTS

SHARE

CLASSROOM

MOMENTS

ABBY LAWRENCE
Northside Elementary/
Second Grade

SENIOR HALEY KEENER AND DR. TINA
KELLER PRESENTED AT THE

PennTESOL-East Virtual
Conference
Mapping Today's Curriculum held on

NOVEMBER 21, 2020

The Humanity of Curriculum
Planning: Meeting ELs Where
They Are
Behind the curriculum, there are students. Based on the article “Preparing Linguistically
Responsive Teachers: Laying the Foundation in Preservice Teacher Education” by Tamara Lucas
and Anna María Villegas, this presentation breaks down the first basic task for teaching ELs:
analyzing beliefs and forming new visions. Good curriculum stems from teachers first analyzing
their beliefs about ELs and forming an inclusive environment. Through a discussion of
sociolinguistic consciousness as well as a list of practical applications and strategies for creating
an inclusive environment, this presentation aims to help teachers make informed decisions
about ESL curriculum.

TECHNOLOGY CORNER
Our Favorite Online Resources and Tools

RESOURCES FROM

Dr. Fischer

SOME OF MY FAVORITE TOOLS FOR THE CLASSROOM
ReadWriteThink Comic Creator
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/studentinteractives/comic-creator-30021.html
lFlocabulary (You have to pay for a subscription, but it's amazing for
teaching content vocab!)
https://www.flocabulary.com/
Epic! Free Online Digital Books
https://www.getepic.com/

Book Review by
Dr. Fisler
Love, B. (2019). We want to do more than
survive: Abolitionist teaching and the pursuit of
educational freedom. Boston, MA: Beacon Press.

“Abolitionist teaching is the practice of working in solidarity with communities of color
while drawing on the imagination, creativity, refusal, (re)membering, visionary thinking,
healing, rebellious spirit, boldness, determination, and subversiveness of abolitionists to
eradicate injustice in and outside of schools” (Love, 2019, p. 2).
In We Want to Do More Than Survive: Abolitionist Teaching and the Pursuit of
Educational Freedom, Dr. Bettina Love addresses the reality of gross inequity in schools and

society with a perspective that straddles frustration and determination, anger and hope. Her
work demonstrates how deeply woven racist ideas are in the United States such that even
well-meaning reform efforts (e.g., emphasis on grit, trauma-informed practices,
charter schools, and No Child Left Behind) often reinforce or redirect injustice rather than
addressing it head-on. While she criticizes a wide range of popular programs and the faulty
assumptions on which they rest, she remains determined we can do better. She is adamant
that a life of merely surviving cannot be the goal for any child or community. True life
means freedom to thrive, and she cites activists such as W.E.B. DuBois, Monique Morris, and
Ibram X. Kendi who advocate for education as freedom work. In the end, she says the only
way out of survival mode for people of color is through tenacious struggle. She calls on
teachers and others to join the struggle in order to promote thriving for all children and
their communities.
Love’s work is a call to awareness, critical thinking, and steadfast action. She doesn’t mince
words, using provocative headings such as “Spirit-Murdering,” “Do we really love all
children?” and "Education can’t save us; We have to save education.” She concludes with this
resolute statement, “There is only one choice: become an abolitionist parent, teacher…
accountant, community activist… engineer, and human” (p. 162). I recommend reading the
book and considering Love’s ideas alongside scriptures such as Micah 6:8, John 10:10, 1
Corinthians 13:3, and James 1:27.
Dr. Bettina L. Love is an author and professor at the University of Georgia. Dr. Love is
concerned with how educators can build communal, civically engaged schools rooted in
Abolitionist Teaching with the goal of intersectional social justice for equitable classrooms
that love and affirm Black and Brown children. (https://bettinalove.com/about/)

ALUMNI ADVICE
LESSONS FROM MESSIAH ALUM

ALUMNI PROFILE

Ben
Webber
CLASS

OF

2017

Kindergarten Academy
Mechanicsburg, PA
Kindergarten Teacher

ADVICE FOR FUTURE TEACHERS
Fostering a positive classroom environment is integral to your
success as a teacher. It’s important for kids to know they’re
part of a community that loves and cares about them. As a
new teacher, take the time to create routines and structures
that help students feel valued and that they’re part of
something special. Help your students feel comfortable
expressing themselves, and teach them how to build up each
other and how to have empathy towards others. Your
community can equip students with the social skills to make
positive changes beyond your classroom’s walls.

Upcoming
Events
MARK

YOUR

DECEMBER

CALENDARS

JANUARY

December 1-4-Finals Week

December 5-Jan 20-Winter Break

December 5-Jan 20-Winter Break

January 21-Welcome BACK!!

Show God's Love

Start of the Spring Semester

Sleep
Play with your pets
Love your family
Read a good book
December 25-Celebrate

Would you like to contribute to our newsletter? Do you have
an idea for an article? We would love to hear from current
students or Messiah Alumni!
Email ideas to tkeller@messiah.edu

FOLLOW US

